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Gone are the days of cultural Christianity.  By that I mean the natural 

societal pressure that existed in the communities around the Bible belt 

that encouraged people to be part of a church.  When I was growing up it 

was rare to have a friend that did not attend church.  Being part of the 

community included what church you attended. 

That is no longer the case.  We can moan about that, and we can long for the way things used 

to be.  But, our moaning only tells people that we are more interested in the past than the   

present.  Our longing says to the young generation of Christians today that tradition trumps 

Scripture. 

That is not what is meant in our moans and our longings, but that is what gets communicated.  

We need to stop and assess what it is we really want.  At the core of every Christian is really 

the longing that Jesus Christ Himself had.  He wanted people to know His Father, by           

following Him.  His desire for that was so strong that He died on the cross in order to make it 
possible for me and you to know God, be forgiven of our sins, and to have an eternal home in 

heaven. 

Shouldnôt we be willing to die to anything that would prevent others from following Jesus, 

and knowing God in this way also?  I do not mean setting aside Scripture, but surely I can die 

to my preferences of music or traditions.  I will not compromise sound doctrine, but does it 

matter if a new program takes the place of an old one if it is more effective at reaching people 

today with the gospel.   

Healthy churches are willing to die a lot of deaths.  Godôs economy is life through death.  I 

have been giving you a list of qualities for healthy churches.  This is not in the list, but it 

seems to be a necessary component.  I will pick up on the list in the next issue of branches, 

but today consider whether or not you are dying to self as it relates to the church being able to 

fulfill the Great Commission. 

Easter is this month.  On the third Sunday of April the resurrection of Jesus Christ will be 

front and center.  We want the whole world to hear about and trust in the risen Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  If we are healthy, we will have died enough deaths to ourselves, so that the message 

will come to the hearers with no strings attached. 

Start today to pray for people whom you know need to hear the good news.  Search your own 
heart and ask God to remove any part of you that cares more for the way things were, than for 
the lost.  Jesus Christ died for us.  In what way will we die so that others might hear and know 
the gospel of Christ this year? 

By His Grace and For His Glory,  

Pastor Mark 

Pastor Markôs Message 
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General Information 
 

Verse of the Month 

He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves 

Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.ò            

John 14:21   NASB 

 

South Metro Fine Arts Academy 
We offer violin, guitar, piano, drums, voice, art and bass guitar classes for all ages.  For more    

information, e-mail Cheryl Vogler at smfaa@chbchurch.org. 

Language Learners 
�&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�����&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���D�Q�G���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���&�O�D�V�V�H�V�� 

Enhance your English and/or Spanish as you prepare for a new job or change jobs.  Prepare 

for your U.S. Citizenship Test.  Classes are Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. at CHBC.   Enrollment is 

free;  material costs may apply. 

If you would like to help serve in this Ministry, and are a member of CHBC,  please contact        

Connie Crew at 634-3854. 

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Services 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church is partnering with Emmaus Baptist Church to do a Maundy 

Thursday prayer service and a Good Friday service.   We are invited to stop by Emmaus     

Baptist Church anytime from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Maundy Thursday, Thursday, April 

13th, for a come and go interactive experience focused on the Holy Week.   On Friday, April 

14th, Emmaus Baptist Church will be invited to join CHBC for a Good Friday service at 6:30 

p.m.   

Thank you from the Moon family 
CHBC Church family, thank you so much for your love and support.  The constant prayers 

and encouragement for our family and role in the OBHC ministry is a constant blessing.  Your 

gifts and kindness are greatly appreciated.  Thank you for each example of Christôs love.   His 

love, Cory, Tabitha, Gibson and Lennon Moon. 

Deacons for the month of April, 2017 

April 2 - April 8  = Brian Boone and Casey Miller 

April 9 - April 15 = Drew Steger and Danny Whitmill 

April 16 - April 22  =   Marvin Tennison and Loren Ausmus 

April 23 - April 29  =  John Thompson and Rob Ross 

April 30 - May 6    =  Steve Tritten and Doug Crews 


